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Kenneth Martin

From: Pontiac Mayor Deirdre Waterman <mayordwaterman@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2019 12:21 PM
To: Kenneth Martin
Subject: Mayor Deirdre Waterman's Spirit of Pontiac Update!

WARNING: This email originated from outside of City of Pontiac. DO NOT click on any links or open any 
attachments unless you recognize the sender and are expecting the message. 

 

Mayor Deirdre Waterman's Spirit of Pontiac Update!  
 

 

Dr. Deirdre Waterman has been Mayor of Pontiac since 2014. She holds the distinction of being 
the city’s first woman to serve as Mayor in a strong mayoral form of government city and to be 

elected to two consecutive terms. 
https://www.facebook.com/pontiacmayor/ 

 

‘I Don’t Know What I’m Voting For’ 
City Council Extends Medical Marijuana 

Moratorium 
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The Pontiac City Council has again voted to delay the acceptance of applications for medical 
marijuana businesses in the city, a process mandated by a ballot measure approved by voters in 
August.  
At a chaotic Feb. 5 meeting, the council voted to refer Council President Pro Tem Randy Carter’s 
revised ordinance back to the Planning Commission and to extend the moratorium on 
applications until March 8. Council voted down the ordinance approved by the Planning 
Commission; the commission is scheduled to meet again March 6.  
 
Mayor Deirdre Waterman had not seen the amendments voted on by council Feb. 5 prior to the 
meeting, leading her to ask Council President Kermit Williams for a copy as council moved to take 
a vote. At one point during the meeting, Councilwoman Patrice Waterman said:   “I don’t know what 
I’m voting for.” Council voted in November to place a 90-day moratorium on applications after 
exceeding the 60-day window of time for the city to begin taking applications that followed the 
certification of the August vote. 
 
The mayor has urged members of council to sign disclosure forms stating that they have no 
conflict of interest related to the proposed zoning ordinance or the development of medical 
marijuana businesses in the city. The entire Planning Commission has signed the form.  
Two council members, Mary Pietila and Don Woodward, have signed the form, while a third, 
Patrice Waterman, has stated her intention to do so. 
Earlier this month, Pontiac resident and medical marijuana caregiver Robert Sinclair filed a lawsuit 
against the city demanding that it begin accepting applications and alleging that the moratorium is 
a violation of the City Charter.  
 
Before council voted for a second medical marijuana moratorium, city attorney Anthony Chubb 
said further delays could result in additional lawsuits against the city. “I suspect any other action 
than moving forward with this will result in us being inundated with similar lawsuits,” he said.  
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 Mayor Deirdre Waterman Hosts Historic Women 
Delegation of Federal, State and County Legislators  

 

 

Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence, State Senator Rosemary Bayer, State Representative Brenda 
Carter and County Commissioner Angela Powell join Mayor Deirdre Waterman to develop the 
PONTIAC CAUCUS. 

 

PONTIAC - The City of Pontiac is 
now represented by a clean sweep of 
5 women elected officials who met at 
a recent luncheon hosted by 
Mayor Deirdre Waterman. 
The meeting was held at Pontiac City 
Hall to address issues directly 
affecting Pontiac. State Senator 
Rosemary Bayer, State 
Representative Brenda Carter, and 
County Commissioner Angela Powell 
all were recently elected in 
November 2018 to their first terms in 
their respective positions. 
Representative Carter previously 
served in elected capacity on the 
Pontiac Board of Education.  
 
Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence 
is serving her third term in the United States House of Representatives. “As elected officials, I felt 
it necessary that we come together to set priorities that continue to move Pontiac forward” said 
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Waterman. “I am eager to work with these leading ladies and identify resources to enhance 
opportunities for all Pontiac residents.”  
 
The group of women agreed to meet regularly and form what will be recognized as the Pontiac 
Caucus. A signature area of focus identified by the group will be addressing issues pertaining to 
women in poverty. Some of the key issues named are equal pay, affordable housing, childcare, 
education, and workforce development.  
 
Some of the other topics discussed included identifying key pieces of legislation targeted by each 
lawmaker and designated committee assignments and responsibilities. The meeting came one day 
in advance of a scheduled town hall at the Pontiac Kappa House that invited the public to further 
the discussion and provide community input. 
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Mayor Deirdre Waterman and Deputy Mayor 
Jane Bais-DiSessa invited City Hall employees 
to enjoy a Valentine's Day Luncheon.  
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PONTIAC YOUTH RECREATION 
 

A special thanks to Charity Music and all the private 
donors who have given instruments and gym equipment 
to assist our youth. These generous donations enable 
hands-on opportunities for our children of all ages.  
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City Council Racks Up Nearly $60,000 of 
Pontiac Tax Dollars In Unauthorized 
Legal Fees 

 

The law firm Clark Hill has submitted $58,296.36 in invoices to the city as part of Pontiac City 
Council’s lawsuit against Mayor Deirdre Waterman and the city’s former finance director — even 
as Clark Hill’s own attorney admits that the firm has not been properly engaged by the city. In 
March 2018, council passed a resolution to retain Clark Hill at a rate of $300 an hour without 
stating a reason for needing to hire outside attorneys. The council has legal representation from 
the city's law firm, Giamarco, Mullins & Horton.  
 
When the city refused to pay Clark Hill's initial invoice of more than $4,000 for services completed 
before council voted to engage the firm, the council sued the mayor and the city’s former finance 
director. When Clark Hill attorney Reginald Turner spoke in an unusual appearance at the Jan. 8 
council meeting, District 2 Councilman Don Woodward asked him what legal advice council has 
received from the firm. “Have you given us any legal advice on anything or is this just the holding 
fee?” Woodward said. “I mean, $70,000 — I mean, come on. Have you given us any opinions on 
anything?” Turner responded that “most of the fees that have been run up, have been run up 
through the litigation that is still pending,” before adding: “we haven’t been allowed to be fully 
engaged by the city.” District 3 Councilwoman Mary Pietila asked during the Jan. 8 meeting to see 
a breakdown in writing of Clark Hill’s invoices.  
 
The Mayor responded to requests from council members that the Clark Hill invoices be made 
public so taxpayers can see what they’re being charged for. A summary of the bills can be seen 
below, and they have been posted in full on the city's website: www. pontiac.mi.us. The lawsuit is 
a waste of taxpayer funds, the mayor said at the council meeting. “So essentially the city is being 
asked — the taxpayers are being asked — to pay for a bill for the attorneys to sue the city,” 
Waterman said. 
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The 4th Annual Soul Food event Hosted by the OU / Pontiac Initiative at 
Oakland University's Varner Hall was a great musical and cultural 
experience for the whole family! 
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Black History Facts 

 

One out of four cowboys were Black, despite the depiction from popular books 
and movies. Some say the “Lone Ranger” was inspired by a black man named 
Bass Reeves. Bass escaped from slavery and fled West during the Civil War 
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residing in what was then known as Indian Territory. A master of disguise, an 
expert marksman, he also had a Native American companion, and rode a 
silver horse. Bass eventually became a U.S. Marshal. 

 

 

  

Making A Difference: OU-Pontiac Initiative 
Announces First Community Impact 
Sponsorship Awards 

 

The positive effects of the town-and-gown partnership between the City of Pontiac and Oakland 
University continue to expand, as more than a dozen local applicants have learned that their 
project is a recipient of the OU-Pontiac Initiative’s first Community Impact Sponsorship Awards. 
“The City of Pontiac and Oakland University pooled our resources to fund grassroots projects 
that will make a tangible difference in the lives of Pontiac citizens and youth and in the city’s 
cultural fabric and civic life,” said Mayor Deirdre Waterman.  
In another demonstration of the strength of the OU-Pontiac Initiative, which was formed in 2014, 
between 350 and 400 Pontiac youth came to the O’Rena Jan. 12 for Pontiac Initiative Day at the 
basketball game between OU and Green Bay. This was the third year for the annual O’Rena Day.  
Glenn McIntosh, the vice president for student affairs and chief diversity officer at Oakland 
University, said the Community Impact Sponsorship Awards were started with the aim of 
supporting projects and events that enhance the community.  
“The OU and Pontiac committee recognizes the value of these projects and events and sees their 
potential to be change agents.”The projects selected for funding this year fell under the core 
pillars of arts and culture; P-16 education; health care and wellness; civic engagement; and 
nonprofits and neighborhoods.  
They are:  
 
•   The Pontiac Arts Commission’s Pontiac Arts Crawl event. 
•   Pontiac Creative Arts Center’s Pontiac Pride event. 
•   The Soul Food musical event performance led by Pontiac arts commissioners. 
•   The Kids Standard mentorship project for youth: Past, Present, Future. 
•   The creation of a large-scale student Art Mural project for WHRC school. 
•   The Pontiac LEAD leadership development day for Pontiac High School students. 
•   The Creation of OUWB’s evidence-based tutoring project webinar. 
•   The Development of a culinary medicine elective course for elementary students at the Pontiac 
Youth Recreation Center. 
•   The Classroom Connection health education and mentorship program. 
•   The Promotion and Maintenance of Health community experience program. 
•   The development of a town hall meeting speaker series on public concerns and community 
engagement. 
•   A Pontiac Middle School tutoring program in reading and math. 
•   Oakland Livingston Human Service Agency’s hosting of two grant writing workshops for small 
nonprofits serving the Pontiac community. 
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Click here to visit our City of Pontiac Website 

  

 Click the icon below to see my daily   
Positively Pontiac updates on Facebook!  
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